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Winner of the Ida Lee Willis Award 

Ida Lee Willis Memorial Foundation Preservation Awards recognize those who 
have demonstrated an understanding of and an appreciation for the value of pre-
serving and reusing Kentucky’s historic and prehistoric resources, whether 
through the restoration of an important building, structure or community resource 
or through a lifetime commitment to encouraging and promoting historic preser-
vation. 
 
The foundation was chartered in 1979 to honor Ida Lee Willis, the first executive 
director of the Kentucky Heritage Commission (now the Kentucky Heritage 
Council) and widow of former Governor Simeon Willis.  It was during Mrs. 
Willis’ tenure that Kentucky’s successful statewide historic preservation program 
was initiated. 
 
Source:  The Kentucky Heritage Council 


